
Christianity  

Muslim  

Judaism  



World and other , belonging 

RE in the nursery  

Activities children engage in during their nursery years are experiences which provide the building blocks for later development. 

Starting with things which are familiar to the children, and providing lots of hands-on activities and learning are an important part 

of children’s learning at this stage.  Choose from the following themes to link in with topic themes. 

Myself    People who help us    Special times     The natural world   My life 

Friendship   Our community    My senses     People special to me   Welcome 

Special books   My special things    Special places     Belonging   Stories   

 

Some ideas for religious education in the nursery can include: 

 • creative play, make-believe, role play, dance and drama  

 • dressing up and acting out scenes from stories, celebrations or festivals  

• making and eating festival food 

 • talking and listening to each other; hearing and discussing stories of all kinds, including religious and secular stories with themes such as goodness, 

difference, the inner world of thoughts and feelings, and imagination 

 • exploring authentic religious artefacts, including those designed for small children such as ‘soft toy’ artefacts or story books • seeing pictures, books and 

videos of places of worship and meeting believers in class  

• listening to religious music  

• starting to introduce religious vocabulary  

• work on nature, growing and life cycles or harvest 

 • seizing opportunities spontaneously or linking with topical, local events such as celebrations, festivals, the birth of a new baby, weddings or the death of a 

pet  



• starting to talk about the different ways in which people believe and behave, and encouraging children to ask question 
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